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Rachael Buckland
Combatting gender inequality has been a key theme in many of 
Rachael’s projects, including supporting action on gendered violence 
at universities, reviewing programs that seek to improve education 
outcomes for Indigenous girls, and identifying gaps in humanitarian 
aid. Rachael has worked with community, academic and government 
stakeholders to build an evidence base to guide client decision-making.

Sandy Forbes
Supporting people experiencing vulnerability has been a focus of 
Sandy’s activities at Nous and beyond. Her Nous projects include 
supporting early parenting and vulnerable children, enabling people 
with a disability to live the lives they choose and assisting newly arrived 
migrants to settle in Australia. Sandy also volunteers as President of 
Kids First Australia, which supports the well-being of children. 

Nataasha Torzsa
When Nataasha sought to become debt-free, she documented her 
journey on her personal finance blog, Tasha Gets Frugal (tashagetsfrugal.
com). Now the blog helps others realise they can do the same and live 
a freer life. Nataasha’s blog, which covers topics including budgeting, 
fashion and design, has been featured in Money magazine and on 
breakfast TV’s Today Show. 

Stephanie Milione
Her selection as the 2019 Julia Gillard Next Generation Intern has 
marked Stephanie as an emerging woman leader. Through the internship, 
provided by EMILY’s List Australia, Stephanie will have the chance to 
learn from progressive political parties in Australia and abroad in order 
to increase knowledge of the support women leaders need to become 
MPs, win elections and lead effectively.

Christina Brook 
A Ngāpuhi Māori from New Zealand, Christina has developed a 
curriculum integrating indigenous traditional knowledge into 
mainstream education. She founded a not-for-profit organisation to 
distribute the curriculum across New Zealand and has worked with 
a UN body to consult on curriculums with indigenous communities 
around the world.

Michele Konrad
Believing that a good story can create positive change in the world, 
Michele is using her creative skills as a consulting tool. At Nous she 
has put this into practice helping a state government agency develop 
a new strategy, supporting a law enforcement agency to share 
information across networks and creating tools for leaders to improve 
their storytelling skills. Michele has also written and directed several 
short films.

Claire Hurst
Building the capability of a state government agency’s front-line staff 
to respond to domestic and family violence has been a key objective of 
an ongoing project Claire is leading at Nous. This project has involved 
partnering with the client to design and deliver more than 20 bespoke 
training experiences for staff, tailored for regional differences across 
the state.

Christie Allison
To develop leaders and change cultures in complex organisations, 
Christie designs immersive experiences. In several Nous projects she has 
taken leaders out of their comfort zones, challenged the status quo and 
supported leaders to lead from the front, helping organisations improve 
performance to deliver value to customers and the community. Christie’s 
background in marine biology brings a difference to her work.

Brianna Page
As part of a project to improve services for a remote Aboriginal 
community in Queensland, Brianna has formed relationships with strong 
and passionate women in the community and has had the privilege of 
joining their women’s group activities. Developing a community-led 
service delivery model will help to give local young people access to 
services that enable them to have greater opportunities.

Nathalie Swainston
With Sydney’s live music and arts scene under pressure, Nat teamed up 
with a friend to launch a new event of their own: High Tea, a not-for-
profit evening of music and art to contribute to the cultural value of the 
city and help artists make a living from their craft. After 10 years, over 
200 shows, more than 300 acts and thousands of guests, the event is 
still going strong in a warehouse near Central in Sydney.


